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Searching fOl‘ a NCW Dimension fOl‘ Hong Kong \Vomen The Hong Kong Federation of Women (HKFW), founded by charter chairperson Peggy

Ry s ST Lam, who invited 10 other prominent ladies to be members of the Founding Committee,
’ﬁ' ‘{% kﬂf }I( @ F)’i“f jﬁ‘% h_é "'J an‘; )ﬁ‘ﬁ' 1ﬁ was established on 28 June, 1993. The Federation is a non-profit making and non-political
organization. The main objectives of which are to unite women from all walks of life, to
encourage them taking an active interest in Hong Kong affairs, to improve and protect the
lawful rights of women and to liaise with women organizations all over the world.

Members of the Federation come from various levels, occupations, races, and districts in Hong
Kong. Amongst members are business women, professionals, workers and housewives as
well as those who are fervent in women development and advancement. The membership of
the Federation is over 1,600, with more than 60 corporate members from all over Hong Kong,
Kowloon and the New Territories. Total membership of these organizations exceeds 100,000.

HKFW has also taken the lead to encourage and subsidize local women organizations to
develop their community affairs in order to build a harmonious society. Under the dedication
and enthusiastic participation of the Council and its members, HKFW has organized over

100 prominent projects, activities and meaningful services annually to further its objectives
» 8 ’ P and mission. Position Papers on community issues and government policies have been

N £ T submitted to the HKSAR Government to advocate women's opinions and views on public
issues. The Vocational Training Courses organized at the four HKFW Retraining Centres,
which help equip women with skills and knowledge to cope with their needs, have achieved
promising results.

To cater for the educational needs of women and children in the mainland, 24 vocational
training schools and 4 clinics had been built in the mountainous areas. Mother water wells

3 %‘-: 201 &2 @ HE R A ﬁﬁ T iﬁ in Inner Mongolia and 5 vehicles were donated for the benefit of women and youth in
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northwestern China.

A forum to explore the way forward for

the development of women in the 21st Century Hong Kong The achievement of the Federation has gained constant support and recognition from the
general public. The Federation will continue to tap on the valuable resources, talents and

potentials of its members, to solicit their contributions and participation to strive for excellence

and for the betterment and harmony of the Hong Kong society.
Date : 30 May 2013 (Thursday) Time : 9:30am 1o 3:00 pm
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Venue : 8/T Renaissance Harbour View Hotel, Wanchai, Hong Kong
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Foreword Message
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Prof P L o WP Mrs. Regina Leung
rolessor Feggy Lam c.8.s., O.BE, JP. " Wife of the Chief Executive of the HKSAR,
Chairperson, Hong Kong Federation of Women Honorary Patron, Hong Kong Federation of Women

Since the Hong Kong Federation of Women (HKFW) was established in 1993, the HKFW
has been committed to uniting women from all walks of life to protect their lawful rights and
enhance communications with and among women organizations in Hong Kong as well as at
national and international levels. To celebrate the 20th Anniversary of HKFW, we are pleased
to present today’s Forum, entitled “Searching for a New Dimension for Hong Kong Women”,
to mark the beginning of a new era for the Federation.

Hong Kong, being one of the world's leading international financial centres, has one of the ﬁ
highest per capita income in the world. It has also been enjoying a very high international

status in various aspects such as economic freedom, competitiveness and quality of life,
etc. To maintain Hong Kong's leading position, it is important that our young people remain Ez
competitive and keep abreast of the rapid developments taking place in other parts of the

world. It is only when we are aware of our own shortcomings that we would strive to improve

ourselves and keep our growth sustainable. The objective of this forum is to provide an
opportunity for us to explore a new development direction for women in the 21st Century to
manage these challenges. Through the sharing of experiences with distinguished speakers
from overseas and accomplished leaders in our local community, we aim to achieve a
better understanding of the efforts of the international community, our country and the local
government in promoting global awareness, and to identify the way forward for making Hong
Kong women the driving force behind a global hub.

On behalf of HKFW, | wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all our guest speakers. Without
their kind support, this Forum would not have been held today. | also wish to thank our
sponsors, members of the Organizing Committee, rapporteurs and volunteers for their
dedicated support. Last but not least, | wish to thank all the participants for taking part in
this Forum and joining us in our pursuit for a new development direction for the women in
Hong Kong.
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Message Message

The Honourable Mrs. Rita Fan gcem., cBS., JP.
Member of the Standing Committee of
the National People's Congress of the People's Republic of China

The Honourable Mrs. Carrie Lam G.B.S., J.P
Chief Secretary for Administration
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

CHIEF SECRETARY
FOR ADMINISTRATIONS OFFICE

Government of the Hong Kong
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Forum on "Searching for a New Dimension for Hong Kong Women"' iy
Message by the Chief Secretary for Administration E R

I offer my warmest congratulations to the Hong Kong Federation
of Women on hosting the 20" Anniversary Forum on "Searching for a New
Dimension for Hong Kong Women".

Knowledge and awareness are the best cure against gender
inequality and the most effective catalyst in bringing about a cultural change.
Over the past twenty years, the Federation has contributed significantly to
uniting women from all walks of life, empowering low-income women with
vocational retraining and skills upgrading, and promotion female leadership in
Hong Kong.
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May I wish the Federation and today's Forum every success in
promoting social harmony and advancement of women in Hong Kong.

Cﬁa&&ﬂu

(Mrs Carrie Lam)
Chief Secretary for Administration
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Message Message

Madam Guo Li
Deputy Director of the Liaison Office of
the Central People's Government in HKSAR

The Honourable Elsie Leung G.B.M.,, J.P.
Deputy Director, Hong Kong Basic Law Committee of
NPC Standing Committee, HKFW Supervising Advisor

On the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the Hong Kong Federation of
Women and the opening of the forum to celebrate it, i.e. “Searching for a New
Dimension for the Hong Kong Women”, | offer to the Federation my heartiest
congratulations and to the Organizing Committee my best wishes for a
successful forum.

Hong Kong women have come a long way since the days when they were
discriminated against under the feudalist customary law and the concept that
they were inferior to men. Extensive legislative reform in 1970s and women’s
contribution towards the economic success of Hong Kong have raised their
social, financial and family status so that they are now almost equal to men, at
least legally. Hong kong is facing challenges from economic, social, cultural,
and political developments and unless we can ride over the storm of changes,
we shall fall behind other cities in the Mainland and our neighboring countries.
The forum is timely to examine what role women can play in the future of
Hong Kong and is useful and constructive.
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Many distinguished speakers will share with us their valuable experience
in women’s development. It is a pity that | shall be away from Hong Kong
and shall not be able to participate. | look forward to learning from result of
the forum and | wish the Federation many happy returns, the event every
success, and all participants a day of fruitful brainstorming.
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15th May, 2013
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 Programme

National Anthem

Opening Address
Professor Peggy Lam, G.B.S.,, OBE., JP.

Chairperson of Hong Kong Federation of Women

Address by Guests of Honour

The Honourable Matthew Cheung, G.B.S., J.P.
Acting Chief Secretary for Administration, HKSAR

The Honourable Mrs. Rita Fan, G.B.M., G.B.S., J.P.
Member of the Standing Committee of
the National People's Congress of the People's Republic of China

Madam Chen Xiurong
Vice President and Member of the Secretariat,
All-China Women'’s Federation

Madam Yin Xiaojing
Deputy Director of the Liaison Office
of the Central People's Government in the HKSAR

Madam Jiang Yu
Deputy Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People's Republic of China in the HKSAR

Miss Annie Tam, J.P.
The Permanent Secretary for Labour and Welfare

Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation
Master of Ceremony: Ms. Tennessy Hui, Ms. Lilianna Au

0:15 am to 10:45 am Tea Break ‘s

28/5/13

Progmmme

Ms. Kristin Adalbjérg ArnadAttir
Ambassador, Embassy of Iceland in China

Ms. Julie T. Broussard
Country Programme Manager, UN Women China Office

Mrs. Carter Malik
Founder and Director of the Yunnan Mountain Heritage Foundation

General Discussion
Moderator: Ms. Pauline Ng, S.B.S. (Forum Co-Convenor)

12:30 pm to 1:30 pm Lunch (Oasis Room, 8/F)

"~ 1:30 pm to 2:00 pm | Luncheon Talk (Conference Hall) :

Ms. Annikki Arponen
Consul General of Finland in Hong Kong

M.C.: Dr. Vivienne Luk

Panel Discussion

2:00 pm to 3:00 pm Women's Opportunities to be Exposed to International Affairs
Education
Professor Cheng Kai-ming
Chair of Education, University of Hong Kong
Media
Mr. Frank Ching, Author

General Discussion
Moderator: Mrs. Margaret Chan

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm Enhancement of Women's Status Through Participation
in Public Affairs

Women's participation in Government boards and committees
Mrs. Stella Lau, J.P, Chairperson of the Women's Commission
Women's participation in public service

The Honourable Ms. Starry Lee, J.P,

Member of the Legislative Council

General Discussion
Moderator: Ms. Mabel Mak

"Plenary Discussion '

4:00 pm to 5:00 pm Summing up
Ms. Miriam Lau, G.B.S., O.B.E., J.P.
Closing Remarks
Dr. Annie Wu, S.B.S., J.P,, Forum Co-Convenor
Moderator: Ms Pauline Ng, S.B.S. (Forum Co-Convenor)

* Note: Tea refreshment will served from 3:30pm - 5:00pm.






















